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INTRODUCTION. 

WE intend that the columns of our 
paper shall be open for the reception 
of communications which have for 
their object the glory of God and 
the good of mankind. 

We solicit aid from those, who 
worship Curist as Gon, and the 
Hoty Spirit as equal and co-eter- 
nal with the Faruer and Son— 
One Gop; Fatuerr, Son and Ho- 
Ly Spirit. 

At this time when the enemies of 
the Divinity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, are making strenuous efforts 
to invalidate the authority of the in- 
spired books, and to degrade the holy 
character of our ever-adorable Im- 
MANUEL, toa level with fallible and 
sinful humanity, it is assuredly the 
duty of his disciples, to contend 
earnestly for the faith once deliver- 
ed by the Son of God himself ; which 
faith being the record, and in the 
heart of believers of the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the 
Father and Son, has ever been, is 
now, and ever shall be, the sufficient 
light and saferuard of the genuine 
disciples of Jesus. 

Besides those periodical papers, 
and books, which are avowedly hos- 
tile to the Divinity and pre-exist- 
ence of the Lord of nature, by 
whom all things were created, in 
whose hand is the life of every liv- 
ing thing, by whose power all 
things are sustained, who will be 


the Judge of the quick and the dead, 
by whom the righteous will be jus- 
tified and the wicked condemned— 
Besides papers and books which 
deny these clearly revealed truths, 
there are other publications, (and 
not a few) which, as far as they 
have influence, exert that baleful in- 
fluence, to bring the most distin- 
guished and important doctrines of 
the gospel, with vital, practical 
godliness, into contempt. 

Our first parent was created in 
the image of God, but he sinned a- 
gainst his Creator, and in conse- 
quence of this sin, he lost the moral 
image of God in which he was cre- 
ated, and all his posterity in him. 
In this state all men continue in sin 
against God, and, of themselves, 
are not able to do otherwise. Al} 
men having by the sin of their first 
parents, been brought into a state of 
apostacy from God, do in this state 
of nature continue in enmity against 
Him. This will account for the ex- 
istence of errors fatal to salvation. 
Even from the beginning, the ma< 
jority of the children of Adam have 
racked their mgenuity to lay out 
and discover new paths of trans- 
gression, no matter how winding, so 
that they only led from the truth ! 
How many have denied, and do now 
stoutly deny, that the justice and 
holiness of God as the moral gov- 
ernor of the world, require the pun- 
ishm@t of sin! But Ged hath er- 

























gaged his veracity and faithfulness 
not to Jeave sin unpunished. When 
this obvious truth is acceded to by 
some, they say, 1. That God outof 
his infinite goodness, grace and love 
to mankind, sent his only Sen to 
save and deliver them out of this 
condition. This is all true, and we 
can never sufficiently praise God for 
the gilt of his enly begotten Son, 
who gave himselfa ransom for every 
man. But we must not stop here. 
‘These who go no further than this, 
are Lniversalists—whe unwarrant- 
ably expect an unconditional salva- 
tion—whereas, the terms of the gos- 
pel salvation are, “ whosoever be- 
lieveth shalt be saved, and whoso- 
ever believeth not shall be damned.” 
** Christ is the author of salvation 
tu all who obey him,” and to none 
others. 


With our Church (the Methodist) 


we hold, that the first step towards 
being a christian, is to repent; and 
in order to this the conscience must 
be awakened, for until a man is con- 
vinced of the evil of sin, he will not 
depart from it, and till he sees, in 
part at least, the beauty of holiness, 
and is sincerely desirous to be re- 
conciled to God, the sinner is not 
prepared to receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour. When we 
have progressed thus far, faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ as the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sins of 
the world, is indispensably requisite. 
For, after all the schemes have been 
tried, which were ever ivvented by 
man, none will justify us before 
God. It is only through faith in 
Christ, and by obedience to Him, 
that man can be restored from his 
fall, and enjoy pardon, peace, holi- 
ness and eternal blessedness. 
Because Christ hath lived, suf- 
fered, died and made atonement for 
sin; arose from the dead, ascended 
into heaven, and ever liveth to make 
inteyccssion for mankind, salvation 
if 
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is freely offered to all the humax 
family—to every individual in all 
the families of the earth, wherever 
the New ‘Testament is read and the 
gospel is preached in its purity. 
‘Therefore, those who hear the gos- 
pel and are not saved from sin and 
future wrath, must eternally blame 
themselves, and not fancied irrevo- 
cable decrees ; for these inexorable 
decrees do not exist in the holy 
books, they can only be found in 
human creeds and doctrines. Those 
who seek elsewhere for them will 
have their pains for their reward. 

God forbid, that fear, or affection, 
or the hope ef an increased patron- 
age, should induce us to trim be- 
tween truth and error. * It is not 
teaching the doctrine of Christ to 
say, that only a small, uncertain 
number among Christians are arbi- 
trarily redeemed, elected, called, a- 
dopted, bern again, ov regenerated ; 
and that all the rest are by a sover- 
eign, absolute, and elernal DECREE, 
passed by or reprobated. These are 
no principles of christianity, but 
stand in direct contradiction to 
them, and have drawn a dark veil 
over the grace of the gospel, sunk 
the christian world into an abject 
state of fear, and a false supersti- 
tions humility ; and thrown minis- 
ters into endless absurdities. It is 
such doctrines as these that have 
misrepresented the christian reli- 
gion, harrassed the christian world 
endlessly, by blinding and con- 
founding men’*s,understandings, and 
embittering their spirits ; and have 
been the reason of calling im a false 
kind of learning, logic, metaphysics, 
and school divinity, in order to give 
a color of reason to the grossest ab- 
surdities, and to enable divines to 
make a plausible show of support- 
ing and defending palpable contra- 
dictions.” [See Dr A. Clarke’s 
Preface to the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. | 








enti 














~~ — a ~—- |. —_— ss . 








INTRODUCTION—A WARNING. i 


We neednét further proceed in 
stating what we conceive to be 
truth, oy what we believe to be er- 
ror. Our readers are informed, 
that communications having for 
their object the improvement of 
church discipline, must be free from 
such expressions as are too frequent- 
ly dictated by an over-heated zeal, 
and sometimes even by the evil 
passions. If free from evil in their 
design and tendency, essays on 
forms ofghurch government will be 
freely afimitted to a place in our 
columns.':: For our own part, we do 
not believe that temperate discus- 
sions-will ever lead the blind into a 
ditch, or turn..the lame out of the 
way, however alarming they may 
be to a few well-disposed men, who, 
while they zealously assert, and 
mightily maintain, their own rights, 
are, by some mischance or other, 
very apt to forget; and sometimes 
to deny, the equal and unalienable 
rights of others. It is astonishing, 
that any in this generation should 
have forgotten that truth dreads ne- 
thing so much as neglect. 

The folowing extract from a let- 
ter, from a very worthy Minister of 
the Methodist church, came to hand 
very opportunely—and with it we 
shall conclude our “ Iniroduction,” 
by addressing this extract to our 
Brethren and Friends :-— 

“The benevolent designs of a 
gracious God, in disseminating his 
light and truth, have generally been 
effected through the instrumentality 
of individuals, whom he has been 
pleased to dispose and qualify to 
subserve his purposes. 

** There have, in every age of the 
worl.l, been men, whose philanthro- 
pic souls, glowing with a sacred ar- 
dor for the glory of God, and the 
salvation of perishing sinners, have 
in unison with the evangelical pro- 
phet exclaimed : ** For Zion’s sake 
I will not hold my peace, aud for 


Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, ufi- 
til the righteousness thereof go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth.”’ 

‘The multifarious publications 
feeming from the press, and haying 
for their important object, the pro« 
motion and advancement of a Ree 
deemer’s Kingdom, when judicious- 
ly managed, may, in my opinion, be 
considered as so many satellites at- 
tendant on the glorious Gospel of 
the Son of God, whose diverging 
beams, commingling with that bright 
luminary, diffuse light and salvatioit 
all around !? 

The Plan of this paper will admit 
of as great a variety as possible, ar- 
ranged under the heads of Divinity ; ; 
Ecclesiastical History ; Biography § 
Remarkable Providences ; Miseella« 
neous Essays, original and selected 3 
Religious Lettore 5 Religious Intelli- 
gence, Obituaries ; Poetry, §c. 

For ters see last page. 

Communications must be sengé 


free of expense. 
——o— 


Ai Warning! 

An abomination, which its author 
has sent forth for the purpose of car= 
rying desolation into the Christian 
fold, has recently madeits insidious 
appearance, entitled, “ Israel vindi« 
cated—being a refutation of the ca- 
lumnies propagated respecting the 


Jewish nation, in which the objects: 


and views of the American Societi 
for ameliorating the condition of the 
Jews are inv estigated. By an Israel 
ile. Published by. Abraham Collins.” 
8vo. 110 p. p. New-York, 1820. 
What would a reader anticipate 
rom a perusal of a pamphlet con. 
taining twenty-two letters, judging 
of its probable contents fromthe above 
title? Would he not expect to read 
of Israel’s wrongs and calamities— 
of their well grounded hopes of re- 
storation, made sure and stedfast by 
ancient and infajjible promises? Ip 
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this free country the Jews may vin- 
tlicate themselves from what they 
consider misrepresentations; and 
even a passionate appeal to christian 
candor and liberality may be made, 
and such an appeal would be re- 
spected. But such an appeal is not 
contained in this pamphlet. No chris- 
tian can read it, without feeling, un- 
avoidably feeling, his indignation, 
contempt and pity excited and arous- 
ed. Israel vindicated” is an opens 
unprovoked and unpardonable, at- 
tack on christian faith and purity. 
bins author totally disregards the 
feelings and interests of a christian 
community—to which, however, he 
must pay an unwilling homage if he 
avoids prosecution. 

Almost every chapter in this blas- 
phemous book, (for downright blas- 
phemy it is to calwmniate Christ,) 
is contemptuously commenced with 
what the author considers opprobri- 
ous epithets. The American Society 
for ameliorating the condition of the 
Jews, is styled ** An Association of 
Nazarenes.”? Christians are styled 
** Nazarenes”—their creed, “ the 
Nazarene faith’’—their Ministers, 
‘the Nazarene Priests.” ** Naza- 
rene era,” &c. & Contempt apart, 
christians are not ashamed of the 
epithets so liberally bestowed on 
them by this scofling * Israelite,’’ 
as he is pleased to style himself. 

The preface complains of the act 
which incorporated the society for 
ameliorating the condition of the 
Jews, as ** being contrary to the 
true spirit and meaning of the con- 
stitution, thus giving countenance 
to one religion, (the Christian re- 
ligion) at the expense of ané@ther, 
(Judaism, corrupted as it now is) 
and obviously placing the Jew be- 
neath the level of the Christian.” 
But are not christians, too, incorpo- 
rated for mutual benefit? Do those 
christians conceive, that by such an 
act of incorporation they are “ ob- 


viously placed beneath the level’ of 
other christians ! To have made the 
level more obvious, the Jew might 
have proved, that an act for incor- 
porating a turnpike company, ob- 
viously placed the road intended to 
be improved beneath the level of o- 
ther roads ; or an act incorporating 
a society for benevolent purposes, 
obviously placed the objects of be- 
nevolence beneath the level of those 
kind persons who condescended to 
place themselves on the same level 
with others for whose good, if not for 
mutual good, they had been incorpo- 
rated. 

We have scarcely time to consider 
roads and individuals “ under those 
happy circumstances,” ere we are 
informed that “ the act of incorpo- 
"ation recognizes the impolitic prin- 
ciple evidently discountenanced by the 
constitution, that christianity ought 
to be the predominant religion ; that 
those who do not possess it must ne- 
cessarily be immoral persons, and 
whose condition is incapable of a- 
mendment, or amelicration, under the 
profession of any other faith.” 

Now all this is very absurdity ; 
for the act of incorporation never 
would have been passed, had not a 
belief existed that, contrary to the 
Jew’s presupposition, the Israelites 
are capable of amendment and their 
condition of amelioration, though 
under,the profession of a faith which 
has long since become obsolete. 

We think, that the Jews in all 
countries in which they are dispers- 
ed, are justly entitled to be restored 
to their proper place in society, and 
to their long lost privileges. They 
are human beings, and therefore are 
entitled to human rights. But where 
are their places? Not in the coun- 
sel of an ungodly “ Israelite,” nor 
in the way ofa blaspheming writer, 
nor in the seat of the contemptible 
scorner. Surely the whole conspi- 
racy against humanity, as developed 
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in this pamphlet, has been got up by 
the prince of darkness. The “ Isra- 
elite’ is more envenomed than have 
been any other apestles of mischief 
and blasphemy—he would not only 
poison the spring tide of youth, but 
jikewise the ebbings of age. And 
how are the Jews, or those under 
‘the profession of any other faith, to 
be benefitted by such a foul business? 

We are ashamed to know, that 
there are booksellers so mercenary 
as to lend their assistance, for a tri- 
fling compensation, to aid the de- 
signs of a hidden assassin of human 
hopes and christian faith. What if 
their own children should be poison- 
ed in their own houses, by the very 
poison they sell to any unsuspecting 
youth who may be so far deceived 
by the title as to purchase the pam- 
phlet ? And what if these should 
perish forever in consequence of 
having read this book, who will be 
most severely punished, the author, 
publishers, or retailers of this high 
affront done to God and mankind ? 
Consider the value of an immortal 
soul! O, ye who for the sake of a 
few cents hire yourselves out to a 
worthless ‘ Israelite,” that you 
and that arch-enemy of your fel- 
lows, may demoralize the commu- 
nity. Recollect, God is just, and 
takes cognizance of the actions of 
men. He will judge the world in 
righteousness. Do you believe this ? 
Whether you believe or not, it is 
impossible but you must at that 
time and place, when, and where, 
worlds shall be assembled, discern 
between the righteous and the wick- 
ed—between the false and blasphe- 
mous Israelite, and the true ;_ be- 
tween the Judas’s and the faithful 
christian. 

We shall bring this slight notice 
of a most blasphemous pamphlet to 
a Close, without daring to give quo- 
tations, lest we also give circula- 
tieg to horrid blasphemy. Surely 























































A WARNING—DIVINITY OF CHRIST. % 


no one, but a fool, would wade in 
pestilential filth merely for the pur- 
pose of shewing its depth. 

The “ errata” to this pamphlet 
exhibits the following errors. They 
must have existed in the copy. Ne 
printer of common sense, could have 
blundered so, and been correct in 
every other particular. All the er- 
rors in the errata consist of refer- 
ences to the sacred books; and all, 
excepting two, are references to the 
New Testament. This proves the 
author’s ignorance of the text on 
which in the language of blasphemy 
he attempts to comment. His quota- 
tions are impiously dishonest. 

“ ERRATA. 
P. 14 for Matt. 22. 21 read Luke 24. 21. 

15 Luke 25. 21 John 6. 66. 


18 Tsaiah 52. 66 56. 23. 
25 Deut. 4. 25—-30 80. 1—8. 
59 John 10. 4 ¥40. 4. 
60 10.11. be 
ver... 3. ver -Ti. 
3 Mark 16. 28 10. 34. 
74 Luke 22. 55 24. 55. 
Mark 16. 59. te 3 
75 Matt. 28. 62—66 28. 11—16. 
John 10. 4 20. 15.” 


* John has only 21 chapters. 

We have warned our readers a- 
gainst the book whose title might 
possibly deceive and tempt them to 
purchase it. The pamphiet can be 
viewed in no other light than as * a 
despite done against the Most High!’ 





DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 
Selected for the Wesleyan Repository. 





The manner in which our Lord 
Jesus wrought his miracles, clearly 
martifested his eternal power and 
Godhead. He spoke with the autho- 
rity ofa God. One cannot but ob- 
serve the striking similarity in the 
language adopted at the creation of 
the world, and that used by our Re- 
deemer when he wrought his mira- 
cles. If we compare the manner in 
which Jesus wrought his miracles 
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with the manner in which Moses, 
the Prephets, and Apostles, wrought 
theirs, we shall discover that, as 
they acted as ministers and servants, 
so he acted as Gop. He conducts 
not Himself herein as Moses and the 
Prophets, as the Apostles and pri- 
mitive christians, were wont to do, 
in the name of another, but com- 
mandingly and like a God. Let us 
then consider the manner of the Al- 
mighty when the foundations of the 
world were laid. ** Let there be light 
Let there be a firmament—Let 
the waters be collected—Let the 
earth bring forth grass—Let the 
sun, moon ‘and stars enlighten the 
heavens.’ Consider the manner of 
Christ :—Son, says he to the sick 
ofthe palsy, thy sins be forgiven ui vee: 
He speaks to the leper, I wiil, be 
thou clean ; He says sto the man with 
the withered hand, Streich forth thine 
and; He tells the blind man, Re- 
ceive thy sight—to the crooked, Be 
slraight—to the deaf, Hear—to the 
blind, See: He says to him who kad 
now been crippied in his limbs for 

ight and thirty years, Take up thy 
hed and walk ; ‘He calls to Lazarus, 
lying in the vault of rock before 
him, and swathed round withsepul- 
chral linen, Lazarus come forth ; 
And he finally takes upon him, to 
rebuke the most unruly elements of 
nature, the winds and the waves— 
and to address these words to the 
sea, When wildly agitated with a 
storm, Peace, be still. These are all 
imperial acts of authority. They 
are obviously in their manner, the 
operations of inherent and essential 
Deity, the pointed brevity of the 
sentences, is the genuine sublimity 
of power—the easy language of a 
mind reposing upon its own dignity ; 
and familiar with exertions of di- 
yinity. 


This will appear the more re-- 


markable, when it is compared with 
the manner in which Moses and the 


Prophets wrought their miracles. 
They were all done, except the one 
of Moses, which lost him the pro- 
mised land, with the most profound 
humility, and direct appeal to the 
Almighty. This was still more re- 
markably the case with the Apostles 
ofour Lord. Both Angels and Men 
have been employed as the agents 
and instruments of the Supreme 
God; but then they never forgot 
themselves, and their ministerial 
character so far, as to attempt to 
work amiracle at their own pleasure, 
in their own names, and by their 
own power. None of them ever spoke 
as if they were the Lords of nature. 
The Apostles, in particular, care- 
fully avoided and disclaimed this 
every where, and upon all occasions. 
Thus, in the case of the impotent 
man, Peter says, * In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, vise up 
and walk.”? Acts 3. 6. So says An- 
nanias, ** Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that appeared to thee in 
the way, has sent me, that thou 
mighiest receive thy sight.’ Acts 9. 
17. Peter says again, ** Eneas, Je- 
sus Christ maketh thee whole.” 
Acts 9. 34. * His name,” says the 
same Apostle in another place, 
“through fe-ih in His name, hath 
made this man strong.’? Acts. 5. 16. 
In short, as the miraculous opera- 
tions of the Old Testament were 
wrought by an appeal to the power 
of God, so several of those of our 
Lord were effected in the highest 
style of seli-conscious divinity ; and 
those wrought by the hands of the 


“Apostles, 1 were professedly accom 


plished in the name and by the power 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Upon 
the supposition that Messiah was a 
mere man, this seems altogether un- 
accountable ; but upon the princi- 
ple that he was God and Man united 
for the purposes of human redemp- 
tien, all is plain, natural, and easy. 
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UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 7 


FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 


Unconditional Election and Re- 
probation. 


A periodical publication recently 
commenced in the city of Philadel- 
phia, contains an essay ** on the du- 
ration of future punishment.” (See the 
Presbyterian Magazine for March, 
1821, p. 122.) ‘The following ex- 
tract I should be pleased to see in 
the first number of your paper. It 
has often been said that the modern 
Calvinists have given up the * hor 
rible decree” of uncenditional re- 
probation, as Calvin himself called 
it; but these extracts are proof pes- 
itive, that certain teachers in the 
Presbyterian Church not only a- 
vow old-fashioned Calvinism, bat 
attempt to defend it with all its hor- 
rors. Here follow the extracts : 

**We now proceed to the second 
inquiry, viz. whether the extinction 
of penal evil, or the termination of 
future punishment, can ever result 
from a vicarious atonement. 

**It is cordially admitted, that a 
vicarious atonement has been made, 
‘The law has been magnified and 
made honorable.’ Jesus ** has bro’t 
in an everlasting righteousness.’ A 
righteousness completely adequate 
to all the demands of Jaw and jus- 
tice, commanding the admiration of 
the universe, has been exhibited to 
the contemplation of created intelli- 
gences. ‘The angels desire to pry 
into its mysterious origin. A right- 
eousness, on the footing of which 
God can be just, and yet justify the 
ungodly who believe on his Son, has 
been presented, in such circumstan- 
ces, as to even solicit and urge its 
acceptance by sinners, as the foun- 
dation of their eternal felicity. The 
inquiry then, is not about the exist- 
ence of an atonement adequate to all 
the purposes for which it was de- 
signed. That has been adinitted. But 
the question is, was it designed for all, 





er only for some of the rebels against 
Jenovan? A correct answer to this 
inquiry will be decisive on the point 
atissue. We admit, without any he- 
sitation, that if the atonement made 
by our Lord, embraced every sin- 
ner, by it, every sinner either has 
been, or will be infallibly saved. 
The debt, in that case, has been 
paid. Justice has been satisfied. It 
has no farther demands against the 
sinner. All his sufferings are disci- 
plinary and medicinal, Justice would 
blush at his enduring, either here 
or hereafter, the smallest evil of a 
punitory or penal nature. This 
would be equivalent to the demand 
of double payment of the same debt, 
But, if Jesus was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities ; jf himself bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, that we 
being dead to sin might live unto 
righteousness, and be healed by his 
stripes,” it would be the most fla- 
grant injustice to distrain the insol- 
vent, for the debt already paid by 
the surety! * Shall not the judge of 
all the earth de right ?’°—Is there 
unrighteousness with God? God 
forbid! 

** But as the scriptures do net au- 
thorize us to believe that the vicari- 
ous atonement of the Redeemer em- 
braced every individual of the hu- 
man race, much less fallen angels, I 
shall proceed to demonstiate the 
particulariiy of redemption ; or show 
that Jesus Christ died for a select 
number, and not for the whole of 
mankinel. However ungracious this 
doctrine may appear to its opponents, 
we feel convinced, that it is the doc- 
trine of the Bible, and can be satis- 
factorily established. And, 

“1, From plain scripture declara- 
tions. That the persons for whom 
Jesus laid down his life, are a selec- 
tion from among men, is evident 
from the epithets and names by which 
they are designated, by the Spirit ef 
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God, in the sacred oracles. They 
are called Elect, according to the 
foreknowledge of God—Redeemed 
rom among men—Fow, when com- 
pared with the great mass of man- 
kind ; many are called but few. are 
chosen. Jesus denominates them, his 
sheep, his friends, his brethren, as 
contradistinguished from the goats, 
enemies and aliens—not of the world, 
but chosen out of the world—sgiven to 
him by the Father—chosen in him be- 
fore the foundation of the world ; 
with many other such characteris- 
tics of peculiarity as are utterly in- 
consistent with universal redemp- 
tion 
2, From the limitation of Jesus’ 
intercession. This intercession is 
founded on the propitiation for sin, 
and co-extensive with it: and the 
propitiation is exactly commensu- 
rate with the extent of the Father's 
donation for this purpose. ‘All 
those whom the Father has given 
unto me, shall come unto me; and 
him that cometh unto me, wil! I in 
no wise cast out.” For these he in- 
tercedes. “ I pray not for the world, 
but for those whom thou hast given 
me out of the world. Thine they 
were, and thou givest them me, and 
they have kept thy word.” Here 
they are manifestly distinguished as 
a selection from the world that lieth 
in wickedness. The intercessions 
both of our Lord, and of his follow- 
ers, have their limitations. There is 
an unpardonable sin, for which 
prayer would be altogether useless ; 
and that for this plain reason, it is 
declared to be irremissible. Our 
Lord has declared it so. [¢ is the sin 
against the Holy Ghost. Now, it is 
clear, if this sin be unpardonable, 
the person guilty of itmust for ever 
lie under the ban of vindicatory jus- 
tice, and consequently his punish- 
ment must be eternal. We shall 
shew hereafter, that an escape from 
penal evil by a return to the womb 





of nonentity, is altogether incom- 
patible with claims of justice. Sure- 
ly for such persons Jesus could not 
possibly have made an atonement. 
How absurd would it be to suppose 
that our Redeemer, a God of infi- 
nite knowledge, should have volun- 
tarily paid the price for sheep, he 
knew he was never to receive—- 
whose condition he pronounces ir- 
retrievable—and for whose salva- 
tion, prayers and intercessions may 
not be made! If there be any force 
in this reasoning, Jesus did not lay 
down his life for all men. What! 
Die the cursed death of the cross— 
drink the bitter cup of Jenovan’s 
wrath, and endure the most exqui- 
site agonies in the room of sinners, 
while he bare their sins in his own 
body on the tree, all to bring them 
to glory, and at the same time de; 
clare, he would not so much as pray 
for them, but pronounce their case to 
be utterly irremediable !” 

The advice of Mr Perronet is ex- 
cellent :—Ofall evils avoid Calvin- 
ism, especially unconditional clec- 
tion, unconditional final persever- 
ance, unconditional, eternal repro- 
bation ; the three great evils that 
destroy the true grace of God 
wherein we stand : the darts of Sa- 
tan that poison the holy as well as 
destroy the unholy. No shafts of 
Satan so to be dreaded, no snare so 
to be avoided, as are hid beneath the 
coverings of these doctrines.” Per- 
sonal holiness is not requisite to sal- 
yation, ye are elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God. Grace cannot 
be destroyed—ye are redeemed from 
among men, ye are * contradistin- 
gvuished from the goats, enemies and 
aliens—not of the world, but chosen 
out of the world—given to him by 
the Father—chosen in him before 
the foundation of the world; sa 
that if once fully assured, that you 
can believe yourself of the elect, you 


are as safe as ether men! Yea, i 
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you depart from Christ, you cannot 
be lost ; you give him the glory of 
bringing you back from the midst of 
the ** goats.” Surely they darken 
counsel by words without under- 
standing. Arians and Predestina- 
rians are full of this. The latter 
extends its baleful influence farthest, 
and does that hurt to the righteous, 
which the other does only to the 
wicked. 

I shall notice the words quoted, to 
prove, ** that Jesus Christ died for 
a select number, and not for the whole 
of mankind.” I shall take them in 
order. 1. Elect according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, thro’ 
sanctification of the Spirit unto gbe- 
dience, &c. 1 Peter, 1.2. 

The Rey. J. Wesley has an exeel- 
Jent note on this passage :—*Striet- 
ly speaking, there is no foreknow- 
ledge, no more than afterknowledge, 
with God ; but allthings are known 
to Him as present from eternity to 
eternity. Election, in the scriptural 
sense, is God’s doing any thing that 
our merit or power has no part in. 

The true Predestination, or fore 
appointment, of God, is—i. He that 
believeth, shall be saved from the 
guilt and power of sin. 2. He that 
endureth to the end shall be saved 
eternally. 3. They who receive the 
precious gift of faith, thereby be- 
come the sons of God; and being 
sons, they shall receive the spirit of 
holiness, to waik as Christ also 
walked. Throughout every part of 
this appointment of God, promise and 
duty go hand in hand. All is free 
gift; and yet, such is the gift, that 
it depends in the final issue, on our 
future obedience to the heavenly call. 
But other predestination than this, 
either to life or death eternal, the 
scripture knows noi of: moreover 
it is—1. Cruel respect of persons ; 
an unjust regard of one, and an un- 
just disregard of another ; it is mere 
creature portiality, and not infinite 
justice. 2. Ik is not plain scripture 
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doctrine, but rather inconsistent 
with the express written word that 
speaks of God’s universal offers of 
grace; His invitations, promises, 
threatenings, being all general. 3. 
We are bid to choose life, and repre- 
hended for not doing it. 4. It is in- 
consistent with a state of probation 
in those that must be saved, or must 
be lost. 5. [tis of fatal consequence ; 
all men being ready, on very slighs 
grounds, to fancy themselves of the 
elect number. But the doctrine of 
predestination is entirely changed 
trom what it formerly was: now, it 
implies neither faith, peace nor puri- 
ty ; it is something that will do 
without them all. Faith is no longer, 
according to the modern predestina- 
tion scheme, a divine evidence of 
things not seen, wrought in the soul 
by the immediate power of the Holy 
Ghost ; not an evidence at all, but a 
mere notion, neither ts faith made any 
jonger a means of holiness but some- 
thing that will do without it. Christ 
is no more a Saviour from sin, but a 
— and a countenancer of it.” 

2. The Elect are said to be Re- 
deemed from among men. Rev. xiv, 
4. This was said of those whose pro- 
bation on earth had ended—whe 
were actually saved in Heaven; 
these glorified souls were the * Re- 


deemed from among men.” What 
has this to de with unconditional e- 


lection? The reader is requested te 
consult the passage. As to the elec? 
being * few”? among mankind, that 
fauit can never be laid at the ducraf 

the Gospel. All men are equatly in- 
terested in the offers of grace by Jc- 
sus Christ ; otherwise, what propri 
ety would there be in the Apostle‘s 
asking, ** What knowest thou, O 
Wife, whether thou shalt save thy 
husband? Or how knowest rome v 
Man, whether thow shali save thy 
wife? that is, convert her et the 

Christian faith, Cor. 7, 16. Not 
all the faith and love ofthe chr istian 


could effect any 


hushand or wife 
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thing towards conversion, if Christ 
had not redeemed them. If they 
were redeemed they would be saved, 
therefore there was no wisdom in 
Paul’s exhortation ! according to the 
Calvinistic plan. But the Apostle 
himself, acted on his own advice :— 
«« J please all men in all things, not 
secking mine own profit, but the profit 
of many, THAT THEY MAY BE 
savepD.” The following text proves 
most clearly that some who had 
been * bought with a price’ even 
with the blood of Jesus, were lost 
eternally. False prophets shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even de- 
nying the Lord that BoUGHT THEM, 
and bring upon themselves swift de- 
struction.” 2 Pet. 2.1. ‘Two things 
are here proved. 1. That none can 
be saved but by Jesus Christ. 2. 
Vhat through their own wickedness 
some may perish for whom Christ 
died. 

“* Lexhort therefore, that first of 
all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks he made 
fer all men—for this is good in the 
sight of God our Saviour; who will 
have all men to be saved, and ceme 
to the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a 
ransom for allto be testified in due 
time.” 1 Tim. 2. 1—6. 

Who will have all men to be saved. 
** Because he wills the salvation of 
all men; therefore he wills that all 
men should be prayed for. In the 
face of such a declaration, how can 
any christian soul suppose tliat God 
ever unconditionally and eternally 
reprobated any man! ‘Those who 
can believe so, one would suppose 
can have little acquaintance, either 
with the nature of God, or the bow- 
els of Christ. But, Christ gave him- 
self—a ransom for all. As God, is 
the God and Father of all; for there 
ts hbutene God: and Jesus Christ the 


Mediator ofall ; so he gave himself 
a ransom for all, i. e. for all that 
God made ; consequently for every 
human soul ; unless we could .sup- 
pose that there are human souls of 
which God is not the creator ; for 
the argument of the Apostle is plain- 
ly this :—1. There is one Gad.—2. 
This God is the Creator of all.— 
3. He has made a revelation ef His 
kindness to all.—4. He will have all 
men to be saved, and come unto the 
Knowledge of the truth; and, 5. 
He has provided a Mediator for all. 
As surely as God has created all 
men, so surely has Jesus Christ died 
for all men. This is a truth which 


the nature and Reveration of 


Gop unequivocally proclaim.” | 

It is anerror, to say, that if 
Christ died for all, then all must 
be saved whether they will or no! 
The gospel is not intended to bring 
about the salvation of the whole hu- 
man race in an irresistable and in- 
fallible manner; it is rather a 
scheme of salvation for curable dis- 
positions only—and therefore we 
are favored with sufficient evidence 
and every necessary help which the 
goodness and wisdom of God say 
needful for curable souls. Whoever 
will be saved, may be saved, but 
none are compelled to embrace the 
offers of mercy. God hath afforded 
us all the evidence of his willing- 
ness to save to the uttermost all that 
come unto Him, that rational crea- 
tures could desire. He might have 
compelled the conviction of the care- 
less, obstinate, high-minded and 
conceited sinners; but this would 
net have been consistent with His 
will as_revealed in His word. It is 
His will to govern His rational 


creatures as free agents. And as 
such we shall be judged. =F. G. 


——D + Ges 


Let him who assuredly standeth, 
take heed, lest he fall 
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THE TESTIMONY OF ST. JOHN. ii 


The Testimony of St. John. 
Extract from * A plea for the Deity 

of Jesus, and the Doctrine of the 

'Prinity,”—By the Rey. David 

Simpson. 

«The Book of Revelation is one 
of the most extraordinary, and best 
authenticated, of all the composi- 
tions in the sacred volume, and is 
supposed to have been written the 
tast of all, and yet is the most curi- 
ously constructed of all. It is com- 
posed with more than human skill, 
and has more human authority, (that 
is, there is more human authority to 
prove that John wrote it,) than any 
book of the Néw Testament besides, 
even from the time it was delivered. 

‘* I do not find any other book of 
the New ‘Testament so strongly at- 
tested, or commented upon so early, 
as this of the Apocalypse. (See Sir 
Isaac Newton’s Observations on 
Daniel. p. 249.) 

‘*It opens with a description of 
fhe person of Jesus, in his present 
glorified humanity, and displays ma- 
ny of the secrets of the invisible 
world. Inthe first chapter we have 
a prayer to the three persons joint- 
ly, Father, Son, and Spirit, with an 
ascription of praise to the Son alone, 
and then a particular account of the 
person of that Son, as he appeared 
to his servant Jolin. 

‘© John to the seven Churches 
which are in Asia; grace be unto 
you, and peace from him which is, 
and which was, and which is to 
come ; and from the seven spirits 
which are before his throne ; and 
from Jesus Christ, who is the faith- 
ful witness, and the first begotten of 
the dead, and the prince of the kings 
of the earth : unto Him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own biood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and lis 
father ; to Him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.” Revela- 
tions 1.4—6. 




































By the seven Spiriis must he 
meant one or more persons, since 
he wishes or declares grace and 
peace from them. Now either this 
must be meant of angels or the Ho- 
ly Ghost. There are no where 
prayers made, or blessings given, in 
the name of angels, ‘This were in- 
deed a worshipping them, against 
which there are express authorities, 
not only in the other books of the 
New Testament, but in this book in 
particular. Nor can it be imagined 
that angels could have been named 
before Jesus Christ: so then it re- 
mains, that seven being a number, 
imports both variety and perfection, 
and that was the sacred number a- 
mong the Jews ; this is a mystical 
expression, Which is no extraordina- 
ry thing in a book which is all 
mysterious. And it imports one per- 
son from whom all the variety of 
gifts, administrations and opera- 
tions, that were then in the church, 
did flow : and this is the Holy Ghosi. 
But as to his being put in order be- 
fore Christ, as upon the supposition 
of an equality, the going out of the 
common order is no great matter ; 
so since there was to come after this 
a full period that concerned Christ, 
itmight be a natural way of writing, 
to name him last. 

After this prayer to the three per- 
sons, Father, Son and Spirit, and 
ascription of praise to the Son aloue, 
comes in a description of the person 
of the judge of the world. Behold, 
he cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and atl kin- 
dreds of the earth shail wail because 
of him: even so, Amen. [Tam pha 
and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saith the Lord, which 7s, and 
which was, and which is lo come, the 
Aimighty.” Rev. 1.7, 8. Here we 
see, two of the incommunicable per- 
fections of God, are expressly ap- 
plied to the Redeemer of mankind. 
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It will therefore follow, that He is, 
together with His Father, God eter- 
nal and omnipotent. 

«* All the ancients, both before and 
after the council of Nice, understand 
this text of God the Son. I will give 
a specimen of their sentiments :— 
Hermas tells us, that the Name of 
the Son of God is great, and with- 
out bounds, and the whole world is 
supported by it. Barnabas saith, 
Christ is the Lord of the whole earth. 
‘Tertullian saith, Christ is in his 
own right God Almighty, as he is 
the Word of the Almighty God. Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus hath this saying, 
he can want nothing, who hath the 
word, the Almighty God. For the 
word is a possession that has noth- 
ing wanting to it. Origen hath the 
following observation :—That you 
may know the omnipotence of 
the Father and the Son to be 
one and the same God and Lord 
with the Father, hear John speak- 
ing in the Revelation in this manner 
—These things saith the Lord God 
who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, the Almighty. For who is the 
Almighty that is to come,butChrist?” 

( To be continued.) 





Death of a Voluntary Victim on the 
Funeral Pile. 

“In the number for April,” says the 
Church Missionary Register of July, ‘‘a 
narrative was given of the death ofa reluc- 
tant victim on the funeral pile of her hus- 
band. In that instance, the natural feelings 
prevailed ; but, in the following case, the 
delusions of superstition, aided probably by 
medical potions, present a spectacle of hor- 
yor of an opposite kind. My Hampson and 
Mr Harle, Missionaries of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, endeavored to prevent this 
act of self-murder, but in vain. 

‘* Mr Hampson writes, from Gokol 
Gunge, under date of Oct. 17, 1819” — 

‘To-day my attention was attracted by a 
crowd of persons on the side of the Ganges, 
about three hundred yards from our cot- 
tage. I inquired the cause of it, when I was 
informed that there was going to be a sut- 
tee. I requested Brother Harle to accom- 
pany me to the spot. with the view of pre- 
venting, if possible, the inhuman degd. We 


went to the place where the crowd was coi- 
lected, and where the woman was waiting 
till the necessary preparations were made 
for her burning. Some Brahmins, who saw 
us coming, fearing that they should be inter- 
rupted in their sanguinary proceedings, 
met us aad attempted to dissuade us from 
going ; assigning, as a reason, that all the 
other women weuld run away if we went. 
However, we persevered, and, on our arri- 
val, saw the dead body lying with the feet 
in the river: and by the side of it, the wife 
of the deceased—a woman about twenty-six 
years of age, and of an interesting appcar- 
ance. Her body had apparently been rub- 
bed over with clarified butter and safron ; 
the bottoms of her feet were painted red ; 
and on her head in the place where females 
generally divide their hair, there was a 
stroxe made with vermillion, nearly from 
the crown to the brow. The officers of go- 
vernment were abort to take down her con- 
fession, in which she said she was the wife 
of the deceased ; that she had prepared his 
food; and that, of her own free will, she 
desired to be burnt with him. Others also 
bore testimony to the truth of the state- 
ments which she had made ; and the offi- 
cers, being satisfied, departed. 

There was now no time to be lost with 
ihe Christian Missionary: accordingly 
Brother Harle stepped forward, and made 
an appeal to her judgment and feelings, 
on the dreadful act which she was about to 
perform. Having interrogated her closely 
on the point of its being ENTIRELY HER 
OWN WISH, she unhesitatingly replied in the 
affirmative. He then reasoned with her for 
some time on the crime of self-murder ; in 
answer to which she said, ‘‘ Amar bhalo 
hobe—Amar bhalo hobe ;” literally, “* My 
good-will be'!—My good-will be!” Being 
asked if she knew whither she was going, 
she replied * ‘To heaven.” 

«The Missionaries endeavored to awa- 
ken her fear of future punishmeat; but 
finding that this had no effect on her, they 
appealed to her natural affections ; 

“ Are you willing to leave all the dear 
friends that are now looking on you? Are 
you willing to leave all your neighbors? 
Have you no regard for your aged mother, 
who is sitting by you? And have you no 
Jove for that dear child, only six years of 
age, which you are about to leave in the 
world without any one to provide for it? In 
reply, she said, (sod would give food to her 
child ; she could not attend to the advice 
given her; and, bowing her head to the 
ground, she hoped she should receive a 
blessing. Brother Harie again attempted to 
speak to her on the impropriety of her con- 


© hawt tha mn wrmor ro ; } che 
duct; but the peor woman, findine that she 
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was not biessed by him, turned away her 
head in apparent disgust. 

“While the Christian Missionaries were 
thus exerting themselves to rescue this 
wretched victim, a scandalous scene was 
exhibited near the spot.” 

From the woman (Mr Hampson says) 
we went to the prepared pile, and found a 
Brahmin in contest with the friends of the 
deceased, respecting the sum that he should 
receive for repeating the prescribed cere- 
mony for a Suttee. Other Brahmins were 
quarrelling with those who had erected the 
pile, for not having brought a sufficiency of 
wood ; and telling the terrified underta- 
kers, that they would lose their caste on 
account of it. At length the officiating 
Brahmin being agreed with, and all the ma- 
terials being ready for the burning, the Sut- 
tee went through the formula ot devotion 
necessary on this occasion. 

“ This Formula was as follows :” 

She was conducted by two persons into 
the Ganges, where, having dipped three 
times, she returned to the Brahmin, who 
stood on the banks of the river, and repeat- 
ed after him the usual incantations. She 

was then stripped of her clothes, and brace- 
lets, and dressed in a new piece of cloth ; 
after which she made an offering of a plan- 
tain and some rice to the goddess. ‘Three 
new combs were then placed in_ her hair ; 
and having bathed her husband twice with 
the water of the river, she was led to the 
place of her fiery trial. 

“The closing scene cannot be contem- 
plated without horror :’— 

Here the crowd, consisting of five hun- 
dred persons, set up their hideous death- 
hoy _ but _with countenances at the same 
time, expressive of the most heart-felt 

leas\ ‘e. Yea, I am persuaded, that the 

nglis. breast has not a more joyous sen- 
sation on seeing the launch of a ship, than 
these inhuman beings experienced at the 
launch of an immortal spirit, loaded with 
all its aggravated sins, into an awful eter- 
nity ! 

The deluded woman having arrived at 
the body, bestrewed it with flowers ; and, 
after walking twice round the pile. daid 
herself upon the wood, and embraced her 
Partner for the last time. The attendants 
then tied the bodies together with strong 
bandages of hemp, and soon covered them 
from the human eye, with the wood pre- 
pared for the purpose. ‘Two bamboos were 
next placed over the wood; and, with them, 
the woman was held down by eight men. 
‘The use of the bamboos we endeavored to 
prevent ; but in vain. The pile was imme- 
diately kindled ; and two persons, one scat- 
tering powdered rosin; and the other 


























































throwing oil to increase the flame, walked 
round it ; and, adding iniquity to iniquity in 
this deed of cruelty and blood, when the 
blaze ascended, the murderous crowd rent 
the air with a shout of joy. 
We retired from the scene, so heart~- 
rending to the christian philanthropist, so 
derogatory to our species, and so offensive 
to God. 
Missionary Register. 
——— en 
Formation at Otaheite of an Auxilia- 
ry Missionary Society. 
Many of our readers are probably al- 
ready informed that a Missionary Society 
was established at Otaheite in May, 1818. 
In that Island a building, called the Royal 
Mission Chapel, was completed and opened 
for public worship in May 1819. Of its 
structure and dimensions, the Missionaries 
give the following description :-— 
Pomare has lately erected a very long 
building at Papaoa, and devoted it to the 
meetings of the Missionary Society, which 
was formed last year. ‘This building we de- 
nominate the “* Royal Mission Chape}.” 
It is 712 feet long by 54 wide. The ridge 
pole, or middle, is supported by 36 massy 
pillars of the bread-fruit tree. ‘The outside 
posts all round the house are 280. It has 13S 
wincows of sliding shutters, and 29 doors. 
The ends are of a semi-circular form. 
There are three square pulpits, about 260 
feet apart from one another ; those toward 
each extremity being about 100 feet from 
the ends of the house. It is filled with forms, 
except an area before each pulpit, and laid 
with dry grass. The rafters are covered 
with a fine kind of fringed matting, which is 
bound on with cords of various colours, in 
a very neat manner ; and the ends of the 
matting are left hanging down, like the 
flags in St. Paul’s cathedra!. The whole 
building is surrounded with a very strong 
fence of wood, and the space between jt 
and the building is filled with gravel. 
The prodigious length of this place ren- 
ders it inconvenient; but it is supposed 
that Pomare, having acknowledged the on- 
ly living and true God, was determined that 
the building erected for His honour should 
far exceed any edifice formerly devoted to 
the idols of the country. 
The day appointed for proposing the for- 
mation of an Auxiliary Soviety was May 
the 13th. On Monday preceding, the King 
came into the Chapel at the Question- 
Meeting, and told the people to come on 
Wednesday afternoon, and pray for the 
growth of the word of God ; and that Notti 
(Br Nott) would preach to them, after 
which he himself had a “ parau iti pota,” 
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“a little short speech,” to say to them ; 
which excited their curiosity greatly, and 
every one was inquiring what the King’s 
*Jittle shoft speech” w.is. 

Wednesday arrived—when a great num- 
ber of people assembled ; upward, it is sup- 
posed, of 2000, As it was impossible to have 
worship in the Chapel, we went undera 
shady grove of cocoa-nut trees close by. 
Mr Nott preached on Philip and the Eu- 
nuch ; before he had done, the King called 
out to him to leave off, for he wished to say 
a little to the people: soon after Mr Nott 
concluded, and the King began thus :— 

“ My Friends! I have a little short speech 
tosay: pay particular attention that you 
may understand.” 

He began his address in a very judicious 
manner, telling them how much of their 
time was taken up in worshipping idols, 
what a deal of work they did for their false 
gods—the whole of their property con- 
sumed—their cloth, their pigs, their fish, 
their canoes, and all their strength, time, 
and property, were spent in the service of 
an idol; a piece of wood, or a cocoa-nut 
husk—and even their own lives in hundreds 
were sacrificed—and this was all for a de- 
ception, for a false god. And he had a lit- 
tle speech to propose to them, which he 
thought it was right for them to agree to ; 
and if they did, well and good ; but if not, 
it was stilt good. But this was the little 
speech he had to propose to them, that 
they should collect a little property for as- 
sisting in spreading the Gospel. He ex- 
plained the means by which we were 
brought hither: it was by giving money to 
the captains of ships—for the Natives have 
a singular notion that we can goon board 
of a ship as they go on board of one anoth- 
er’s canoes, and go where we like—but 
the King told them that that was not the 
case; but a great quantity of money was 
given to the captains before they would 
bring us, and that was obtained by good 
people, who wished the word of God to 
grow, giving money—and all the little mon- 
ey was Collected to one big money, by which 
means they now enjoyed the blessings of the 
Gospel ; and he thought it was night that 
they should use their endeavors to send the 
Gospel to other lands, whe are as they 

once were. He said, although they kad no 

money, yet they might give pigs, arrow- 

root, oil, and cotton, to buy money with. To 

provoke them to emulation in this good 

work; he adverted to the formation of So- 

cieties among the Hottentots, &c. in Afri- 

ca; and to their contributing where they 

have no money, their sheep and other pro- 

perty, for the furtherance of the Gospel. 

At the close of his speech, he desired the 
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people to sighify their approbation of the 
plan proposed, and their willingness to con- 
sent to it, by holding up their right hands, 
This was instantly done, and not a hand wag 
observed down in all the large assembly. It 
would have warmed the coldest heart, to 
behold so large a congregation of Otahei- 
tans, headed bv their King, assembled for 
tlie purpose of extending the Kingdom of 
the Redeemer. 

Rules for the Society have been drawn up 
in the Otaheitan language, by brother Nott, 
which are to be printed and putupin all 
places of worship throughout Otaheite and 
Eimeo. 

——3+ eo 
Bishop Latimer’s Complaint of the 

Conforming Clergy at the Refor- 

mation. 

“ Tlere were a goodly place to speak a« 
gainst our clergymen which go so gallant 
now-a-days. I hear say that some of them 
wear velvet shoes and slippers; such fel- 
lows are more meet to dance the morris- 
dance than to be admitted to preach. I pray 
God mend such worldly fellows, for else 
they be not meet to be preachers.” 

Sir William Barlow has a remarkable 
passage upon this subject in his ** Dia/oge 
describing the originall ground of these 
Lutheran Faccions and many of their adte- 
ses.” 

«“ Among a thousand freers (friars) none 
ro better appareled then another. But now 
unto the other syde, these that run away 
from them unto these Lutherans, they go, 
I say, disguysed strangelye from that they 
were before, in gaye jagged coats, and cut 
and scotched hosen, verye sightlv forsothe, 
but yet not verye semelye for such folke as 
they were and should be: for this apparell 
change they dayiy, from fashion to fashion, 
every day worse then other, their new-fan- 
gled foly and theyr wanton pryde never 
content nor satisfyed.—-I demanded ones of 
a certain companion of these sectes which 
had been of a strayt religion before, why 
his garments were now so sumptuouse al 
to pounced with gardes and jagges lyke a 
rutter of the launce Knytes. He answered 

to me that he did it in contempt to hypo- 
crisy. ‘Why, quoth I, ‘doth not God hate 
pryde, the mother of hypocrisye, as well 
as hypocrisye itselfe ? Wherto he made no 
directe answer agayn : but in excusyng his 
faut he sayde that God pryncypally accept- 
ed the mekeness of the hart, and inward 
christen maners, which I beleve were so 
inward in hym that seldome he shewed any 
of them outwardly ” 


The pious Flavei hus an excellent saying 
in his * Louchstone of Sincerity” :-—“Take 
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heed of fious frauds, Certainly it was the 
devil that first joined these two words to- 
gether, for they never did, nor can, agree 
betwixt themselves. 


“Sad the times in the beginning of 
Queen Elizabeth,” says Fuller, “ when the 
clergy were commanded to read the chap- 
ters over once or twice by themselves, that 
so they might be the better enabled to read 
them distinctly in the congregation.” 

— +e. 
FROM THE QUARTERLY REVIEW, FOR DE- 
CEMBER, 1820. 


The poem which we are about to tran- 
scribe is on a subject often treated ; anc no 
wonder :—it would be hard to find another 
which embraces so many ot the elements of 
poetic feeling; so soothing a mixture of 
pleasing melancholy and pensive hope, such 
an assemblage of the ideas of tender beau- 
ty, of artless playfulness, of spotless purity, 
of transient yet imperishable brightness, of 
affections wounded, but not in bitterness, of 
sorrows gently subdued, of eternal and un- 
doubted happiness. We know so little of 
the heart of man, that when we standby 
the grave of him whom we deem most ex- 
cellent, the thought of death will be- min- 
gled with some awe and uncertainty ,” 
(Awe there may be, but no uncertainty as 
tothe happiness of those who die in the 
Lord. Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord.) but the gracious promises of Scrip- 
ture leave no doubt as to the blessedness of 
departed infants, and when we think what 
they now are, and what they might have 
been ; what they now enjoy, and what they 
might have suffered; what they have now 
gained, and what they might have lost ; we 
may indeed, yearn to follow them ; but we 
must be selfish indeed to wish them again 
‘constrained’ to dwell in these tenements 
of pain and sorrow. ‘he dirge of a child, 
which follows, embodies these thoughts and 
feelings, but ia more beautiful order and 
language. 


FROM MRS HEMANS’S POEMS, 
No bitter tears for thee be shed, 
Blossom of being ! seen and gone! 
With flowers alone we strew thy bed, 
O blest departed one ' 





POETRY. 





s 


Whose all of life a rosy ray, 
Blushed into dawn, and passed away. 


Yes, thon art gone, ere guilt had power 
To stain thy cherub soul and form 
Closed is the soft ephemeral flower 
That never felt a storm! 
The sun-beams smile, the zephyr’s breath, 
All that it knew from birth to death. 


Thou wert so like a form of light, 

That heaven benignly called thee hence, 

Ere yet the world could breathe one blight 
O’er thy sweet innocence ; 

And thou that brighter home to bless 

Art passed with all thy loveliness. 


Oh hadst thou still on earth remained, 

Vision of beauty, fair as brief, 

How soon thy brightness ha. been stained 
With passion, cr with grief! 

Now not a sullying breath can rise 

To dim thy glory in the skies, 


We rear no marble o’er thy tomb, 
No sculptured image there shall mourn, 
Ah! fitter far the vernal bloom 

Sucn dwelling to adora. 
Fragrance and flowers and dews must be 
‘Lhe only emblems meet for thee. 


Thy grave shall be a blessed shrine, 
Adorned with nature’s brightest wreath 
i.ach glowing season shall combine 

Its incense there to breathe ; 
And oft upon the midnight air 
Shall viewless harps be murmuring there. 


And oh! sometimes in visions blest 

Sweet spirit visit our repose, 

Ané bear trom thine own world of rest 
Some balm for human woes. 

What form more lovely could be given 

Than thine to messenger of heaven ?” 





From * Distress,”’ a Poem, by Robert 
Noyes. 

Is there among the opulent and great, 

Who deign to enter Poverty’s retreat ? 

Is there who makes the Christian name his 
boast, 

But to the virtues of a Christian lost ?— 

Some few there are, (how blest and honored 
they!) 

Whohear the Saviour’s precepts and obey; 

Who feed the hungry with a heart benign ; 

Who give refreshment when the thirsty 

ine : 

Who grant the stranger shelter from the 
storm, 

Who clothe the naked and the frost-nipt 
warm ; | 

The sick who visit with humane iatent, 













































16 PCGETRY. 


And seck the cottage where the poor la- 
ment ; 

To these, kind, biest, and honored few, I 
raise 

An humble column of unfeigned praise ; 

Above the rest, if one in goodness shines, 

To whom my muse inscribes these artless 
lines 

Benevolus ts hemthe friend unsought, 

Whose soul with every lovely virtue’s 


fraught. 
Now, my sad soul life’s former scenes re- 
vise ; 


Compare the summer with the winter skies! 
Ye halcyon days! O! why forever fled ? 
Why beats the storm on this devoted head ? 
© ! that I were as in bright seasons gone, 
When Godt with favor on my dwelling 


shone! 

When by his light I walked thro’ darksome 
ways, 

And peace and safety crowned my youth- 
ful days! 

When Plenty’s hand my homely table 
spread, 


And rest her roses scattered on my bed! 

When hunger’s plaint ne’er pierced a fath- 
er’s ear, 

Nor children’s wants drew forth a mother’s 
tear! 

Now sighs of anguish meet my weeping 

eyes, 

And prospects dreary all around me rise. 

The infant’s moan a parent’s heart per- 
vades, 

Who, in their looks, their wants with sor- 
row reads; 

Reads in euch lines as eloquence excel, 

‘The woes and wishes that their bosoms 


swell. 
Will Heaven the shaggy lion’s young 
supply, 
And hear and feed the raven’s when they 
cry ; 


Yet leave the human offspring to complain, 

To sigh—to weep—to supplicate in vain? 

Sooner shall whirlwinds rock the sea to 
rest, 

And mother’s stab their sucklings at the 
breast ; 

Sooner shail tigers from the desert rove, 

And wander harmless through the festive 
grove ; 

Sooner the leopard change his spotted side ; 

A feather sooner stem the rapid tide ; 

Sooner the Moor efface his sable hue, 

And sooner earth be deluged with a dew, 

Than God His timely succours shall with- 
hold é 

From babes oppressed, with hunger, thirst 
and cold. 


F See Job 29, 2, 5, Sie, 





ELIJAH. 
Evijau with his mantle smote the waves 
Of Jordan to the right hand, and the left, 
Which parting, sundered like a breaking’ 
cloud 
When vernal breezes wanton in the sky ; 
And onwards with his master, through the 
sands, 
Without a word, in that mysterious calm 
[lisha passed. 
The fatal hour was nigh, 
The hour of consummation ; loneliness 
Dashing the bridled waters closed behind, 
And all was still;—sombre the forests lay, 
A mass of pitchy darkness, in the scowl 
Of that dim sky—a solitude of death! 
The elements of nature seemed asleep ; 
And, in their place, mysterious agencies 
At work, to overthrow the rolling world. 
Within Elijah’s glance a piercingaess 
Which was not of this earth, upon his face 
Shaded with raven locks, a darkening hue, 
As if refiective ot the frowning sky, 
Was visible ; when, lifting up his voice, 
*« It is the hour,” he said, ** before we part,” 
To meet no more upon this lower sphere ; 
What would’st thou of me?” 
‘Then Elisha prayed 
For a double portion of his master’s soul 
Prophetic. 
And a flaming chariot came, 
A. fiery chariot, drawn by steeds of fire, 
‘Treading the clouds beneath them on their 
march. 
And breathless silence, like a spirit, held 
Spell-bound the breathless elements in awe, 
While forky lightnings flashed among the 
clouds ; 
Elijah entered,—and a whirlwind rose, 
Andtook him to theskies, and—he was not. 
B. £. Mag. 
= ee __— an 
TERMS OF PUBLICATION. 
THe WESLEYAN REPOSITORY 
axp RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER 
will be published at Trenton once a fort- 
night—at $ 2.50 per annum. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS to this paper may com- 
mence at any time; yet we would rather 
they would commence with the volume. 
Payment to be made of one dollar on the 
publication of the second number—if sub- 
scriptions are received after that time, one 
dollar at the time of subscribing—and one 
dollar and fifty cents at the end of six 
months from the commencement of the 
volume, or time of subscribing. It is under- 
stood, that the paper must be forwarded 
until an order be sent for its discontinuance. 
( The names of Agents in our next.) 
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